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Good grief!

T
he Dixon Community 
Players present “You’re 
A Good Man, Charlie 
Brown) (revised), a mu-
sical based on the “Pea-
nuts” comic strip. The 

production is a fast-moving romp 
through a day in the life of Charlie 
Brown and his friends Lucy, Linus, 
Schroeder, Sally and of course, 
Snoopy — with some surprise visits 

from Woodstock.
The Dixon 

Community 
Players have 
been produc-
ing community 
musicals since 
2007. Proceeds 
from the per-
formances go 
to support local 
groups. They 
have now put 
on five major 
musical produc-
tions and raised 
more $10,000 for 
various organiza-
tions, including 
the Dixon Animal 
Protection Soci-
ety, The Embudo 
Valley Library and 
the Dixon Elemen-
tary School.

“You’re a Good 
Man, Charlie 
Brown” features 
familiar faces from 

previous Dixon performances and 
from around the region. Los Alamos 
audiences may recognize Patrick 
MacDonald (Snoopy) from his 
performances with the Los Alamos 
Little Theater and the Los Alamos 
Light Opera. He’s a dance teacher 
for Dance Arts Los Alamos and his 
Snoopy character happens to tap-
dance.

“I’ve wanted to play Snoopy 
since I was 19, so this is a wonderful 
opportunity for me,” MacDonald 
said. “I’m beyond grateful to have 
had the chance to let out the canine 
within, working alongside a great 
group of character actors.” This is 
MacDonald’s second production 
with the DCP, and he said 
he’s enjoyed traveling from 
Los Alamos to play with this 
“eclectic bunch of perform-
ers.”

The rest of the cast is filled 
out by Simon Feavearyear (Char-
lie Brown), Glenda Fletcher 
(Lucy), Don Conoscenti (Linus), 
Jeff Spicer (Schroeder), Rita 
O’Connell (Sally) and David Rigsby 
as Woodstock.

The production also features a 
six-piece orchestra from various 
places. Musical Director Roger 
Lambert is from Austin, Texas; 
Vocal Coach Gretchen Amstutz 
hails from Los Alamos, as do 
Shari Adams (flute), Bob Chrien 
(clarinet/saxophone) and Brian 
Huysman (synthesizer). Ken 
Youens-Clark (percussion) and 
Dick Padberg (bass) are Dixon 
residents. 

“This is community theater at 

its finest,” O’Connell said. “Bring 
the kids and make a day of it in Dix-
on — you won’t be disappointed.”

This family-friendly show is an 
opportunity to visit Dixon and 
check out the region’s newest 
performance and party space, The 
Toolshed, located on an old laven-
der farm on Hwy. 75.

DCP mastermind and Charlie 
Brown director Holly Haas said, 
“This is a whole new venture be-
cause it’s our space and it’s a beau-
tiful space. I keep thinking, ‘How 
can this space be in Dixon?’ When 

Theatre: LA residents take part in ‘You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown’
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See CHARLIE,  2

‘Maometto II’ is spot on

In his program notes, Philip Gos-
sett refers to Rossini’s “Maometto II” 
as “one of the greatest serious operas 
written during the 19th century.” After 
having seen the Santa Fe Opera’s 
performance Saturday, one is inclined 
to believe him.

From start to finish, this opera is a 
masterpiece, designed to show off a 
group of glorious voices, well-written 
choruses and, of course, the charac-
teristic Rossini overture. 

From the conductor to the orches-
tra, to the singers, to the staging and 
costumes, this production gets ev-
erything right and shows the incred-

ible attention to detail an audience 
expects from the SFO.

Anna, Rossini’s heroine, is a com-
plex character. She loves a man, her 
country and her father. She’s been 
lied to and feels abandoned. 

She has to make a big decision. 
Rather than following her heart, 
she stays loyal to her family and her 
people, leading to the inevitable 
dramatic opera ending. Leah Crocetto 
is a miraculous Anna. She possesses a 
vibrant voice with flexibility and a full-
ness that is unexpected in a person of 
her age, along with being a beautiful 
performer to watch. 

Crocetto sings complex passages 
with ease and grace, never leaving the 
audience to wonder if her voice will 
give out. Throughout this lengthy op-
era, Crocetto’s energy doesn’t dimin-
ish in the slightest.  

Bruce Sledge sings the role of Paolo 
Erisso, Anna’s father and the leader of 
the Venetians. Sledge is a great fit for 

SFO: Rossini’s production 
might be one of the 
greatest operas of the 
19th century

REVIEW BY MELISSA RIEDEL-ESPINOZA
Special to the Monitor 
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New Spidey better than recent trilogy

For those who believe 
that Hollywood is out of 
ideas, that belief was no 
doubt steel-belt reinforced 
by the July 4 release of “The 
Amazing Spider-Man.”

I certainly questioned the 
wisdom of doing a reboot 
of a franchise that was only 
five years removed from a 
successful incarnation with 
Sam Raimi’s trilogy.

In fact, it’s rumored 
that Raimi, who directed 
all three films, inadver-
tently caused the reboot 
by refusing to do a fourth 
Spider-Man film — it’s also 

believed that the star of 
those films, Tobey Maguire, 
wasn’t interested, either.

Marvel Comics and 
Columbia were both bent 
on making another Spider-
Man movie (according to 
IMDB.com, Raimi’s trio 
grossed approximately $1.8 
billion worldwide, a figure 
that’s tough to argue with). 

So, instead of another 

installment of Maguire and 
Kirsten Dunst as Mary Jane, 
Columbia and appropri-
ately-named director Marc 
Webb, went with Andrew 
Garfield to fill the role your 
friendly neighborhood 
Spider-Man.

As of last weekend, this 
film has already cleared the 

Hollywood: 
Maguire and Dunst 
absent from 
latest movie
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laports@lamonitor.com

See  SPIDEY,  2

Top, Simon Feavearyear as Charlie 
Brown; above, Patrick MacDonald as 
Snoopy; right, Rita O’Connell as Sally. 
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